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Are we a dinosaur? 
 
Extinction is the rule. Survival is the exception. - Carl 
Sagan 
 
Pretty grim quote isnôt it.  But, it is true. More species 
have gone extinct in the brief history of this planet 
than are alive today.  
 
But Iôm not seeing that quote in reference to beings 
but to institutions. And the institution I reference is 
the local motorcycle club.  Every year when it comes 
time to elect new officers you hear the same refrain, 
ñWeôre aging out.ò And ñHow do we get younger 
people into the club?ò.  Of course, the first statement 
is obvious.  The average age of BMW riders is not 
going down but up.  And of course, that means that 
the institutions they frequent all face the same dilem-
ma. Obviously, we, the San Antonio BMW Riders, 
are facing that difficulty, as we have been for several 
years. 
 
Every time this comes up, as it has several times in 
the 25+ years I have been involved with this club, we 
always manage to find a dedicated individual to step 
up and take the reins to keep the institution alive for a 
few more years. But it does make you stop and won-

der, do we need to save it?  Or do we need to see the 
writing on the wall and just let it pass peacefully into 
the history books? Each time an ñold handò steps in 
to steer the ship for a few more years are we keeping 
the club alive or just on life support? 
 
I once read a quote to the effect that it is not change 
that is painful, but the resistance to change that is 
painful. Is it time for us to quit resisting and just let 
this institution evolve into???  Itôs your club, do you 
have an opinion? Do you care? 
 
On a brighter note we have a date, time and place for 
the 2018 club Christmas party.  Weôll be back at the 
Takas Civic Center on Sunday December 2nd from 
about 5pm until about 9pm. Just like last year the 
event will be free to members and their families or 
guests. Full details and exact times (like when we 
eat!) will be forth coming.   
 
Also, at the last officers meeting we voted to hold 
the Hill Country Hangout in Kerrville again next 
year. We will have the exact dates soon, but it will 
be in early April. 

 
Ride far, ride safe. 
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Club social ï Club socials for the third quarter of 
2018 (September 13th) will be at the Two Bros. BBQ 
Market, 12656 West Ave., http://
twobrosbbqmarket.com/    Fun starts at 7pm and goes 
to about 8pm 

  
ACTIVITIES ï This calendar does not include every 
Thursday social and Sunday breakfast ride. Events 
will be filled in as they are planned. 

 
*Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 
(weather permitting). The destination for the Sunday 
breakfast ride will be determined by participants un-
less previously announced via e-mail. The ride de-
parts at 8:30 a.m. from the Starbuckôs at 1604 and 
NW Military Hwy (Shavano Park). 
 

*The first Wednesday of each month is Euro Bike 
Nite at about 6:30 at Pizza Italia, 3023 Thousand 
Oaks,  just east of Jones Maltsberger. 
  
2018 Events Calendar -Date in bold is a club activi-
ty, dates not bolded are simply items of interest to 
members.  NOTE ï Everything is subject to change 
so remember to check the club calendar,http://
www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html  for the latest. 

  

September 

7th-9th ï Bavarian Mountain Weekend at Sipapu, 
NM.  Details and registration at https://
loebmwr.org/TheRally/AboutTheRally.aspx  

15th ï 10am Trash PU along our adopted roadway 

 

October 

19th-20th ï Harvest Classic Rally , Luckenbach de-
tails at http://www.harvestclassic.org/  

 

26-27 - Ride to Alpine.  Gateway to Big Bend, Riv-
er Road, McDonald Observatory, Ft Davis and 
Marfa.  Ten room have been reserved at the High-
land Inn in Alpine.  Need to reserve by 10 Octo-
ber, (432) 837-5811.  More Details to come. 

 

 

November 

3rd ï 10am Trash PU along our adopted roadway 

2nd-4th ï Houston BMW Club rally- details to fol-
low. 

9th-11th ï BMW MOA Weekend Getaway ï YO 
Hotel in Kerrville, TX Details to follow. 

17th ï Club ride to the Trailblazer grill in Bur-
nett, TX.  Ride details to follow. http://
www.trailblazergrille.com/ 

 

December 

2nd ï Sunday, 5pm to 9pm ï Club Christmas par-
ty at Takas Park Civic Center in Windcrest.  Free 
to members and family or guests.  Details to fol-
low. 

 

April 

TBD.  SABMWRA Rally in Kerrville.  
Stand by for details 
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Important 

Club Officer Elections will be held at this years 
Christmas Party.  The positions of President, 
currently held by Paul Mulhern and Treasurer, 
currently held by Kirk Snelling are to be voted 
on.  You can nominate any member in good 
standing and or volunteer yourself. 

See Page 4 for officer position details. 

http://twobrosbbqmarket.com/
http://twobrosbbqmarket.com/
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
http://www.sabmwra.org/html/calendar.html
https://loebmwr.org/TheRally/AboutTheRally.aspx
https://loebmwr.org/TheRally/AboutTheRally.aspx
http://www.harvestclassic.org/
http://www.trailblazergrille.com/
http://www.trailblazergrille.com/
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Club Officer Elections 

Club officer elections will be held again this year at 
the club annual Christmas Party.  The two positions 
up for election this year are; President and Treasurer.  
These positions are currently held by Paul Mulhern 
and Kurt Snelling respectively. 
 
Per our Club Constitution: 

 
 
OFFICERS, ELECTION, TERMS  
 
The Elected Officers of the SAB-

MWRA shall be a President, a Vice-

President, a Secretary and a Treasur-

er.  All Officers shall be individual 

members of SABMWRA and shall be 

elected annually for a two year term 

by the General Membership in a 

meeting assembled for that purpose.  

The President/Treasurer and the Vice President/

Secretary will be elected on alternate years so 

as not to have elections for all four officers occur 

at the same time.  

 
PRESIDENT  
 
The President shall preside over all 

formal meetings of SABMWRA, shall 

appoint all committees and perform 

such other duties as the General 

Membership shall request. The Presi-

dent shall be empowered to appoint 

an Individual Member to fulfill the term 

of any vacant office.  

 
 

TREASURER 
  

The Treasurer is the keeper of the fi-

nancial books of SABMWRA. He or 

she has, with the approval of the 

General Membership, custody and 

control over all monies, funds and ne-

gotiable assets of the organization. 

The Treasurer shall  present quarter-

ly reports summarizing assets, treas-

ury money and net worth and distrib-

ute said reports to the Officers of 

SABMWRA. Summaries of these 

same reports shall be presented in 

person or by proxy at a General 

Membership Meeting and made avail-

able to the Newsletter for publication. 

All checks and receipts and all SAB-

MWRA financial transactions shall be 

supervised by the Treasurer. All SAB-

MWRA checks shall be signed by the 

Treasurer or appointed agent. The 

Treasurer shall supervise the receipts 

of all funds. The Treasurer shall 

cause the disbursement of funds as 

approved by the Officers and shall as-

sure the timely satisfaction of SAB-

MWRA debts and obligations. 
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No Better Cure 

By Carmen Gentile from Vintagent Blog on Culture, 3 July 2018 

relaxing on the beach and exploring Key West night-
spots, reveling in the laid-back vibe enjoyed by bik-
ers from all over who flock to the islands. Our last 
evening in Key West, Matt had me doubled over in 
stitches when he noted that the older female clientele 
at the world-famous Hemingway hangout Sloppy 
Joeôs were particularly interested in him. ñThis place 
is like a cougar zoo!ò 
 
His spirits raised, we headed back to Miami the fol-
lowing afternoon, riding that long stretch of U.S. 1 
bathed in the pinkish-orange hue of a setting tropical 
sun. we took our time, cruising from one island to the 
next at a leisurely pace. But just as the sun set, my 
bike conked out in the Middle Keys. Matt and I fum-
bled in the dark to remove the tank panels and diag-
nose the problem by the light of our cell phones. For-
tunately another rider pulled over to lend a hand. To 
my embarrassment, he discovered that I had done a 
half-assed job of installing my new battery; one of 
the contacts had shaken loose from the terminal. 
While reseating the battery and tightening the con-
tacts, Matt elbowed me to check out the logo embla-
zoned on his t-shirt: 
 
You never see a motorcycle parked in front of a psy-
chiatristôs office 
 
We both knew from personal experience this was not 
entirely true, though remarked how this assertion was 
the ideal coda to his curative ride. The resonance of 
that Keys run and our saviorôs t-shirt remained with 
me long after Matt and I returned to Miami. I called 
on those memories years later when my ex-fianc®e 
gave back the engagement Iôd put on her finger the 
previous year. It was mid-winter in Washington, DC. 
A wet blanket of snow covered the streets, not exact-
ly ideal riding weather. However I decided I couldnôt 
spend another day there ï I needed to put at much 
distance between us as quickly as possible. So with 
my reclaimed ring in my pocket, I headed over to the 
friendôs house where my bike had been parked for 
several months while I had been reporting in Afghan-
istan and recovering from the serious injury Iôd sus-
tained there that for months left me blind in one eye 

A buddy of mine was going through a tough divorce 
when I suggested he visit me in Miami. ñCome down 
and weôll ride to The Keys,ò I told Matt, an invitation 
that elicited an immediate and enthused ñIôm there!ò 
Two weeks later we were gawking at the rental bike 
he booked: a 1200cc Harley Road King with a shiny 
black finish and so much chrome it was painful to 
look at in the South Florida sun. 
 
Matt straddled the bike, his slight build barely regis-
tering on the behemothôs shocks, and fired it up. The 
engine emitted an ear-rattling and potent roar that 
drowned out the precision puttering of my BMW Da-
kar. ñListen to that!ò he said. His face beamed like it 
did a decade earlier when we were young, carefree 
college students and real life had yet to kick either 
one of us in the urethra. 
 
We pulled onto the highway and headed south toward 
The Keys riding in tandem until Matt could not long-
er resist ripping back the throttle and exploring the 
beastôs full potential. I tried in vain to keep the pace, 
but my 650cc BMW Dakar was no match for the 
monstrous Harley. I hung in there just long enough to 
glimpse Matt prone on the bike as if he were trying to 
shatter the land speed record at the Bonneville Salt 
Flats. After that, he was a speck on the horizon racing 
toward paradise. Once he eased up, Matt and I rode 
in tandem, taking in a tableau of island retreats and 
an armada of pleasure boats sailing toward the hori-
zon, perhaps each on a quest for adventure and relax-
ation similar to our own. 
 
The further we rode, the more like his old self Matt 
seemed. When we stopped for lunch, I noticed that 
the weary look he wore when he arrived had already 
vanished. He seemed unencumbered by the troubles 
heôd endured back home and fully focused on the 
pleasure of the now. Mattôs enthusiasm was infec-
tious, so much so that any sourness I was carrying 
was also quickly forgotten. By the time we rolled into 
Key West we were laughing like schoolchildren and 
ready to take in everything that the legendary south-
ernmost American retreat had to offer. 
We spent the next few days riding around The Keys, 




