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Presidentôs Notes 
 

 
We had an officers meeting yesterday, a major topic 

was the Texas National Rally that we are sponsoring 

next year.  Gonnaô need your help to make this thing 

work, so let our Rally Chair Team know about your 

availability, it will not take a lot of your time.  The 

Rally Chair Team is Paul Mulhern, Steve Henson, 

Dave Hoover, or Chuck Wetzel and let them know 

you would like to be involved.  More from them 

later.  Some of the positions will be working the 

rally and not much of a time commitment. 

 

Hope this has been a good year, personally and pro-

fessionally, for you.  I meet an interesting rider last 

night, Tuesday the 2nd of November at the Alamo 

Springs Café, he was riding through Texas for the 

first time and heading for Phoenix eventually, where 

he will store his bike until January. He is staying in 

Fredericksburg for a few days and was really excited 

about the roads...then I mapped out some back roads 

for him and he was most appreciative and even more 

excited.  Invited him to join us for the First Saturday 

ride, but he said he would be near Big Bend by then.  

So I gave him a route via a back way to Junction and 

then to Sonora and to the River Road, told him to 

stop by Vonnie and Paulôs to sign the refrigerator, 

this guy is a MOA member and was even more ex-

cited.  We exchanged contact information, I invited 

him to our Rally and he thought he might be able to 

make it, you see he will still be in the U.S. in April, 

actually until June of 2010 before making the 49ôer in 

May and heading back to Toronto.  Doesnôt that add 

up to a good year? 

 

Does it seem like ô09 has ripped by for you?  If so, 

then plan to take advantage of 2010 and do more with 

your family, friends, and BMW buds. 

 

Happy Holidays, that includes Merry Christmas, 

Happy Hanukkah and Thanksgiving.  Plan to do more 

with the club next year..reread the part about the rally 

and needing your support. 

 

Regards and I do appreciate riding with you.  It is a 

nice group of people. 

 

Graham 

 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

 

Did you know the San Antonio BMW Riders (thatôs us) will host next years  

Texas National Rally? 

 

Location:.  Robinson City Park, Llano Tex 

Date:  April 9-11, 2010 (the week-end following Easter) 
 

This is a beautiful park right on the Llano River, 2 miles from the city square.  

Tent camping under the trees and RV parking available 

Plenty of motels, B & Bôs, restaurants, antiques, and great roads from here. 

Stay tuned to our web site for more updates.   

The Llano Chamber of Commerce Llanochamber.org, has more info on Robinson City Park  

 

The Texas National Rally 2010 

http://Llanochamber.org


The election of officers for CY 2011 will be held at 

the club Christmas party (Dec 6th).  Paper ballots 

will be distributed at the party and the results will be 

announced via email by the end of December.  The 

deadline for nominations is November 30th.  You 

may either nominate another person (please check 

with them first) or self nominate for any elected 

club office (Prez, VP, Treasurer, Secretary) by con-

tacting any club officer (email addresses for officers 

can be found at the club website 

www.sabmwra.org). 

November  19 Social ï Something really funky for 

the final socials of the year, weôre going to the 

Cove, http://thecove.us/cove/index.php.  The Cove 

is a combination laundry mat, car wash and natural 

food restaurant.  According to Texas Monthly, they 

have the best burgers in SA.  They also have great 

lamb burgers and fish tacos. Parking at the Cove can 

be confusing.  There is some parking in front of the 

building (the laundry mat portion) and some behind 

the car wash.  Most parking is in the dirt lot across 

the street.  

Thanksgiving Nov. 19th will be the final social 

(excepting the Christmas party) for CY 2010.  So-

cials will resume in January at a yet to be deter-

mined location. 

RIDES AND ACTIVITIES  ï This calendar 

does not include all the Thursday socials and Sun-

day breakfast rides. Events will be filled in as they 

are planned.  

  

Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 

(weather permitting).  The destination for the Sun-

day breakfast rides will be determined by the par-

ticipants unless previously announced via 

email.  The ride departs the Walmart parking lot, 

1604 and 281, at 8:30. 

  

November 

19th - Thursday Social 

21st ï Trash Pickup on our assigned road.  Details to 

follow.  Last time this year. 

December 

6th ï Sunday ïClub Christmas party.  Weôre back 

at the Scenic Loop Café again his year (they treat us 

VERY well).  A slightly different venue this year but 

the food and friends will be just as good.  Start get-

ting all your summer trip pics together and mark 

your calendar.  More details to follow. 

12th ï Lone Star BMW/Triumph Christmas Open 

House in Austin .  There will probably be a group 

ride to this special event.  Details later. 

  

2010 Events 

Jan 1st- New Years day ride to Luckenbach.  Start 

the new year off right! 

April 9 -11 -  Texas National Rally ï Hosted this 

year by the SABMWRA at Robinson City Park , 

Llano Tex.   Details to follow. 

 April 9 -11 -  Texas National Rally ï Hosted this 

year by the SABMWRA at Robinson City Park , 

Llano Tex.   Details to follow. 

  
April 23,24 ï Blitz to Branson. There will be a new 

venue for the 2010 Blitz to Branson - the Honey-

suckle Inn and Conference Center , 3598 Shepherd 

of the Hills Expressway, Branson 
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Club Calendar 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

http://www.sabmwra.org/
http://thecove.us/cove/index.php
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The last big ride of ó09  by Paul Mulhern 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

Our arrival in Colorado was cold and wet so we opted 

for a hotel in Fort Morgan.  Our plan to ride Hwy 34 

thru Rocky Mountain National Park was greeted with 

pictures on the TV of snow-covered passes so the 

next day we opted to head south to avoid the white 

stuff.  We landed for the evening in Alamosa where 

we had a great dinner at Calvilloôs Mexican restau-

rant.  Their chicken enchiladas with red sauce are 

some of the best Iôve ever had and the margaritaôs 

werenôt bad either. 

 

The next day we headed west on hwy 160 past Du-

rango before turning north on hwy 145 and finally 

connecting with hwy 141 along the Delores River and 

into Grand Junction.  The last portion of our ride 

along hwy 141 was at dusk and the vistas of waning 

sunlight on the canyon walls were breathtakingly 

beautiful. 

 

My back problems forced us to hold up in Grand 

Junction for two days before heading east to Hotch-

kiss, Colorado and the Thunder Mountain Rendez-

vous rally.  While at the rally I (actually my back) 

was rewarded with a Big Agnes Insulated Air Core 

mattress to replace my aged Thermarest.  Paul Glaves 

was right, one night on one of these and youôll never 

go back to a Thermarest again. 

 

Departing Hotchkiss we took the time to ride thru the 

Colorado National Monument.  If youôre ever in this 

are area it is a must do ride.  Just make sure your 

camera battery is charged up cause youôre going to 

take lots of pictures. 

Itôs been a great summer as weôve toured from Cali-

fornia to Canada and places in between all in an ef-

fort to escape the Texas heat during the MOA Mile-

age Contest.  A short hop to Taos, New Mexico and 

the 25th annual Bavarian Mountain Weekend in Si-

papu started the sprint to the finish.  There we got a 

taste of the weather to come as we encountered rain, 

sleet, and hail while doing the poker run.  Despite the 

weather, Iôll definitely be going back to this one. 

 

After returning home just long enough to wash 

clothes and mount some new tires, we were off again, 

this time to another Internet BMW Riders hotel rally, 

this one in Eureka Springs, Arkansas. 

 

The Eureka Springs rally is a miniature version of the 

Big Spring Branson Blitz.  Branson is a great rally, 

but for first timers, it can be a bit overwhelming as it 

seems everybody knows everybody else, except of 

course you.  People we had never met greeted us 

upon arrival at the hotel in Eureka Springs while 

handing us a cold beer and introducing themselves .  

We met some great folks at this rally and this is an-

other ñmust doò for next years riding season. 

 

From there we headed west towards Colorado via 

Kansas.  Iôve never been thru Kansas on a bike and 

after this trip it might be a while before I return.  We 

were forced to break camp Monday morning at 5am 

to avoid a big storm moving in from the west and 

spent the rest of the day riding thru rain with a strong 

crosswind.  The wind was so bad that at 70 mph the 

gas mileage on my GS plummeted to 31mpg (vs 42 

regular).  The only high point to the entire Kansas 

experience was a brief breakfast stop at the Red 

Rooster café in Mankato, Kansas.  The Red Rooster 

is one of the small town caf®ôs where you can get a 

breakfast that consists of two farm fresh eggs, three 

giant strips of thick farm bacon and a pile of fresh 

homemade hash browns for less that $5 (with tax) per 

person.  There are not too many places like this left 

anymore.  However, the high point of breakfast was 

the locals doing karaoke in the café at 9 am in the 

morning.  This had to rank as one of the best, and the 

most unusual, breakfasts Iôve ever had. 
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The last big ride of ó09  Continued 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

Arizona than we encountered a stiff west wind.  The 

wind blew up huge dust storms as we headed further 

south and buy the time we arrived at Chinle, Arizona  

Jackie was too tired to carry on. So we set up camp at 

the Canyon De Chelly National Monument camp-

ground in a willow grove protected, somewhat, from 

the wind by a cliff. 

 

The next morning it was calm and cool so we took the 

time to drive part of the rim road of the canyon before 

heading south again on US 191.  Our arrival in 

Chinle, from the park, was greeted with high winds 

and a giant dust cloud that cut visibility to less than 

100 feet.  The rest of the day we faced high winds 

(gusts to over 50mph) and more dust storms.  By the 

time we hit I40 we decide to give up and head east for 

awhile.  On I40 the tail wind was so strong you could 

Heading west into Utah we took hwy 128, along the 

Colorado River, into Moab where we setup camp at 

an RV park downtown.   

The next two days we spent going thru Arches Na-

tional Park and the northern section of Canyonlands 

National Park, called Islands in the Sky.  Words just 

canôt do this area justice.  Itôs worth a special trip just 

to see these natural wonders. 

The threat of impending bad weather caused us to 

flee south.  But, we did manage a short stop in the 

southern portion of Canyonlands National Park at the 

Needles section, just outside Monticello, Utah.  There 

a young forest ranger told us of a paved US Forest 

Service road that was a short cut to Monticello.  The 

road lead us thru the Monti La-Sal National Forest 

which was in full fall color change.  The fall foliage 

was the best we saw on the entire trip and a truly 

awesome ride. 

 

Continuing south on US 191 we entered the Navajo 

Indian Reservation.  But no sooner had we entered 


