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towns I recall having passed thru on rides are close to 

being permanently changed.   

 

 I drove thru the smoke of West Texas the past week 

as well on the return trip, seeing the closest fires as I 

passed the Balmorhea area off I-10. For miles, the 

hills south of the Interstate were smoking or grey 

from previous paths of fire. Also, saw smoke again 

billowing as I stopped in Junction for fuel. A fire just 

SW of town was headed into the town Junction. You 

could feel the tension amongst the locals gathered 

discussing plans. 

 

 Definitely a record breaking year, one that does not 

end well for a lot of folks. I just say keep a heads up 

on the weather and don't get yourself in a bind trying 

to make a deadline. I would venture a guess there will 

be many roadblocks and delays throughout the South-

east and Midwest this summer. The floods in Arkan-

sas and Missouri are a sign of things to come with the 

record snowfall melting. 

 

On a more positive note, The Llano Rally was an-

other successful weekend in spite of the dry/ non-

flower year. A big thanks to all the volunteers who 

made it happen.  It takes a lot of folks to pull this off 

smoothly. Hope everyone who came out enjoyed the 

settings again. I heard nothing but kudos for our clubs 

efforts from everyone I talked with. 

 

Here's a wish for an end to the fires out west, a calm-

ing of the Spring storm season and some relief for all 

of us at the gas pump!  

 

See y'all on the road  

Steve Henson 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

Hi Gang, 

 

I started writing this after my return from  a California 

ride and visit with newest granddaughter. The trip out 

was three days of scenic back roads as I attempted to 

do it without getting on an Interstate Highway. Lot's of 

folks concentrate on the quickest route to a destina-

tion, I-10 just doesn't do it for me.  I used the Chuck 

Wetzel Road Guide Service while in Arizona and 

found some great roads thanks to his advice. The roads 

were relatively empty, I contributed that to several fac-

tors including middle of the week, schools still in, and 

HIGH gas prices.  It was motorcycle riders dream con-

ditions as the weather also smiled on me. More on the 

weather in a bit. 

 

I finally had to make up some time after catching a lot 

of the must do roads in NM and AZ. I crossed into 

California on I-40 crossing the Mojave Desert. I'll just 

say that is the most protected desert due to the Califor-

nia Highway Patrols saturated presence, it was mind 

boggling. And or those who still do not grasp the lux-

ury of GPS, try crossing California to the coastal cities 

without one. I changed freeways six times before see-

ing the Pacific Ocean at a frantic pace, which left little 

time to look down at my map.  On my return trip leav-

ing the California beach towns, I also used the Graham 

Littrel Guide Service and was directed to some really 

nice CA roads  across the hills.  Even hit the Mt. Palo-

mar Observatory hill...Nice!  Rode up thru the cloud 

deck on that one!  

 

The weather has taken front page status the past 

month, I missed out on the Blitz to Branson this year, 

those that went reported some pretty crazy 

weather.  And, watching the TV reports of the torna-

does that swept thru the Southeast US the past few 

days have left me in awe and saying prayers for the 

survivors and the families of the deceased.  Some 
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SOCIALS ï we meet every Thursday at a local eat-

ery from about 7PM till weôre full.  The location 

changes monthly so get on Paul Mulhernôs e-mail 

list for his ñWeekly  Up-

dateò (pmulhern@swbell.net) or the club website, 

www.sabmwra.org. 

Weekly socials for the month of May will be at 

Bankok 54, 2515 Nacogdoches Road, just north 

of 410.   http://www.bangkok54restaurant.com/

SanAntonio/index.html 

June socials will be at the Longhorn Café on Blanco 

(inside loop 1604).  http://

www.thelonghorncafe.com/index.html 

RIDES AND ACTIVITIES  ï This calendar does 

not include all the Thursday socials and Sunday breakfast 

rides. Events will be filled in as they are planned. 

Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 

(weather permitting).  The destination for the Sun-

day breakfast rides will be determined by the par-

ticipants unless previously announced via 

email.  The ride departs the Walmart parking lot, 

1604 and 281, at 8:30. 

 

2011 Events Calendar ï Date in bold is a club 

activity, dates not bolded are simply items of inter-

est to members. 

 

May 2011 
 

7th ï 1st Saturday ride to the Alamo BMW Tri-

umph Open House 10am to 7pm.  More at http://

www.alamopowersports.com/.   Join us at the deal-

ership.  More details later. 

9th ï Last day to get your MOA Mileage contest 

from post marked. 

 

TBD-  Spring lunch gathering and membership 

meeting to be held at a as yet to be determined loca-

tion in San Antonio.  Make plans to attend as we 

have club business to discuss.  There will be food 

involved. 

  

June 2011 
 

4th ï 1st Saturday ride.  Details to be announced 
30th- July 3rd ï BMW RA International Rally Chip-

pewa Falls , Wisconsin 

 

July 2011 
 

16th ï Tentative -3rd Saturday ride ï Tech session 

at Daveôs house.  Details to follow. 

21st-24th ï MOA National Rally in Bloomsburg , PA 

 

August 2011 

 
6th ï 1st Saturday ride.  Trash pickup along our 

adopted highway. 

 

September 2011 
 

3rd - 1st Saturday no ride due to Labor day weekend. 

 

October 2011 
 

9th ï MOA Mileage contest ends 

27th-30th  - 15th International BMW Convention in 

Durango , Mx.  Hosted by the Moto Club BMW Du-

rango . Details and video at http://

www.motobmwdurango.com/. 

November 2011 
 

5th- 1st Saturday ride.  Trash pickup along our 

adopted highway. 

 

December 2011 
 

Club Christmas party Date and location TBD 

 

2012 Events Calendar 
 

July 2012 

 
MOA National Rally in Sedalia , Mo. 
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Alamo BMW Open House 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

A number of club members made it to the Alamo BMW (and Triumph) Open House on Saturday, 7 May.  

General Manager Suzanne OôNeal graciously allowed us to set up a membership table at the event.  Thanks to 

Club VP Gerard Lobosco for setting up and manning the table complete with coffee and donuts.  A highlight 

of the open house, besides the excellent BBQ, was the unveiling of the new K1600GTL.  Who in the club will 

be the first to bring one to a club social? 

 

 



 Hap and I were returning from the Rally in Llano and 

went through Kerrville on Hwy 16 to enjoy a few 

twisties headed into Medina, TX. We stopped at the 

Koyote Ranch to have a cool beverage and rest from 

fighting the 40+mph side winds we had all the way 

there from Llano.  When we pulled up we were enter-

tained by a large group of Women on Wheels depart-

ing from a weekend outing with their Harleys ï but I 

digress.   

 

As we were leaving, I got on my R1200RT that was on 

the center stand and rocked forward to get it on the 

wheels when I heard a loud breaking noise and the 

bike came straight down.  Looking down, I saw the 

center stand being held up by only the spring, uh-oh. 

 

On examination, I discovered one of the bolts had rust 

on the inside of the break (bolt on the left) so it had 

been broken for a while which put more pressure on 

the other bolt.  Might be a good preventative mainte-

nance item to replace the center stand bolts every 5 

or six years or 100,000 miles, whichever comes first! 

There is a center stand mounting kit with a new set 

of springs, rubber bumper, two bolts, pivot pins, and 

bearings (BMW part number 71607653509 for 

$60.31) ï some of the new parts on right of picture.  

Steve at Blanco BeemerWerkes also recommends 

doing the side stand bolt as a precaution too. 

Keep the rubber side down, 

John Dunn 

 

(ED Note:  I need some help visualizing how Hap 

and you were  entertained by a large group of fe-

male Harley riders éémaybe the subject of a fol-

low on newsletter article.....got pictures? 

 

Hap Squires Axiom:  If there are no pictures it never 

happened! 
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Center Stand Bolts on Oilheads  
by John Dunn 
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SABMWRA - WE DID IT! 
By Rally Chairs Paul & Jackie Mulhern 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

On April 8-10 2011, nearly 200 folks from all corners 

of Texas and from the states of Alabama, Colorado, 

Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, New Mexico, South 

Carolina, and Wisconsin joined San Antonio BMW 

Riders Association club members at the Robinson 

Park in Llano, Texas to celebrate the Annual Texas 

ñNationalò Rally*.  About a hundred tent campers 

spread out along the banks of the Llano River for the 

weekend, with several more staying in their ñmetal 

tentsò in the RV Park up the hill.  Quite a few folks 

stayed in Llano or rode up for the day to share in the 

camaraderie.   

Rally events on Friday included a ñChili until it runs 

outò dinner made by los dos Mulhernôs and served by 

a team of volunteers headed up by Erin and Gerard 

Lobosco.   

Thanks to volunteers Mike Loomis, Joe Fisher, Vic-

tor & Patti Haro, Gretchen & Bobby Vance, Chuck 

Wetzel, and First Lady Helen Henson for all the hard 

and sometimes messy work feeding the masses.  The 

chili servers have Hap Squires to thank for providing 

the aprons.  While these aprons worked very well, 

there was a slight air of jealousy when Erin appeared 

in her own ñchickenò apron and Helen donned a for-

mal apron/gloves ensemble for the evening.  Never-

theless, all servers cheerfully pitched in to make this 

event a favorite for the rally-goers. 

A big thank you to club members Mike Darnell, 

Buster and Marilyn Terry, Chuck Wetzel, Bob 

Squires, and Austin rider Pete Evans.  This group 

ran the Registration Desk (AKA Hospital-

ity/Information/Merchandise Table) all weekend.  

This multi-talented group represented our club very 

well as they greeted all arrivals and handled the vari-

ous tasks located at Rally Central. 

Kudos to volunteers at the cold drinks station.  It 

was a hot weekend and because of the Vanceôs, the 

Haroôs, John Dunn, and Harry Burney, rally goers 

had a constant supply of ice and refreshing cold 

drinks to re-hydrate after riding the hill country.  

Jerry Fansler and Tracy Spring kept tabs on the 

campground facilities during the weekend and 

helped with packing up on Sunday morning.     

Another major contributor to the rally was editor 

Dave Hoover (and sons).  Just like last year, Dave 

contributed rally signs, loaned the club some of the 

essential kitchen and camping equipment, made 

emergency runs to the Llano stores, ran the coffee 

station each morning, and helped with whatever was 

needed.  This year, he became the first recipient of 

the ñGolden Plunger Awardò.  (We did say he 

helped out wherever he was needed, didnôt we?) 

And last, but not least, thanks to Club Prez Steve 

and First Lady Helen Henson.  They hauled the 

Blanco BeeMerWerks Trailer to the rally site loaded 

with oversized supplies (firebowl for campfire, bu-

tane cooking stove, and even a kitchen sink).   
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Texas National Rally 2011 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

We have received many compliments, both at the rally 

and afterwards, and those who attended have spread 

the word about how hard our club members worked to 

make this such a fun event.  Once again, thanks to all 

of you for your contributions. 

Jackie & Paul Mulhern 

 

*NOTE:  While most out-of-towners and a few new 

Texans assumed the rally name was derived from an-

other Texas boast (ñTexas is its own countryò sort of 

thing), the name actually evolved from a group of 

early MOA members who couldnôt convince anyone to 

hold a national rally in our great state.  In despera-

tion, they decided to have their own annual 

ñnationalò, with each of the Texas clubs rotating re-

sponsibility for hosting the ñno frillsò camping event.  

Even though the BMW MOA did eventually have its 

25th Anniversary rally in Fredericksburg, Texas in 

1997, the Texas clubs decided to continue the tradition 

of the local national.  Over the years, we have gath-

ered in various locations including Mexia, Utopia, 

Corpus Christi, Glen Rose, Brady, Lake Belton, and 

now twice in Llano. 

 

Steve provided printed maps with ride suggestions, 
message board, and additional signage for the rally 

 site.  Helen handled the ordering of the rally decals 

and Tôshirts.  She also provided the security for the 

rally, bringing a pair of K-9 specialists and patrolling 

the rally site on the official security vehicle through-

out the weekend. 

The blue bonnets were missing this year, but the 

weather cooperated and everyone had a great time.  

The lucky attendees took home one of more than 30 

door prizes donated by the following generous sup-

porters:  RAMS (BMW Riders Association of the 

Mid-South), BMW MOA, BMWRA, Alamo BMW in 

San Antonio, Lone Star BMW/Triumph in Austin, 

Blanco BeeMerWerks, MotoGear Outlet, and Rick 

Meyer Cycle. 

 

We were very proud to support the Llano Volunteer 

Fire Department Annual Fish Fry/Barbecue event 

Saturday night.  The food was good (and plentiful) 

and rally-goers were most generous in their support 

of the Firefighters.   

 

What a difficult challenge they are facing this year 

due to the exceptionally dry conditions and the nu-

merous grass fires in the area. 
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Texas National Rally 2011 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

 Our annual rally is now over.  By all accounts this yearôs event was again a great success.   Lots of club 

members volunteered to make this event happen.  Special thanks to Rally Chairs Paul and Jackie Mulhern for 

their leadership.  They were responsible for making  most of the things happen when and where they were 

supposed to happen.  They made great chili as well.  Thanks to Voni Glaves, Beemer Bob, Mary Gaik, Tracy 

Springs and others for their photos  

A BMW version 

of a wet T-Shirt 

Contesté. 

Maybe Not! 
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Texas National Rally 2011 
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In Chuckôs younger days 

a Bota bag was the 

thing...now about any 

thing will do 

Making a fashion 

statement in gloves 

and a LBAé.. 

Little Black Apron 
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