=

SAN ANTONIO
B M W RIDERS

\Q/

ISSUE 177, MARCH-APRIL 2011

AUUF | A
HIGHWAY
NEXT 2 MILES

\|

Prez Notes- Page 2
Club Calendar - Page 3
Happy Birth Day SABMWRA - Page 45
Spring Ride Checkup- Page 69
New MOA Ambassadors- Page 9
Texas National Rally- Page 10
Texas Trash Off Club Event- Page 11
MSF Group Ridingd Page 1213




SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION Page2

PREZ Notes

Hi everyone, recently come back to riding or first time riding in
groups. The goal is to have fun and do it
Well, here is my second letter from the Prez, so hokhfely...period.

on. 106l keep it short for those who say fitoo | o
nét reado or Aget to t hAes pfodamtas t Men dbiwkee ,k niotwd swh
yoall ar e. the tires, battery, and controls. Checking fluid levels,

tire pressures( which you should check every ride)
For those of you who did not make the meeting at and conditions of things like cables, wiring , and
Cooperd6s BBQ, sorry we gafetgfesarmes sych as.the Mlleswiteh ahdlsidehseande
more opportunities to meet during the year. The  switch if you have that feature assure you of a safer
Llano Rally, several group rides and trips and two ride and let you focus on the road. Tires that are over
picnics this year give everyone an opportunity to pa% years old may look new on a low mileage bike, but
ticipate as a club member. in reality they are past their prime safety wise. They
are your main contact with Mother Earth while rid-
Also a big congrats to our two newest Ambassadorsng...think about it.
to the BMW MOA , Jackie and Paul Mulhern. They
were sworn in and given their secret decoder rings &tnd speaking of the road, winter left sand/ice kitty
the club meeting. They were honored with this desidjtter and debris in a lot of corners, on bridges and on
nation for being very active in both our club and thesome major freeways along the inside lanes. Keep
Nati onal MOA. The Mul h ethahismind aswyoultravel lamiliagroadsaand takenttata s
sadors for that organization and help folks know whoorner you took a few months ago. There are also a
we are in the San Antonio Club. If you are nota  lot of potholes popping up in places and we have no-
member of the MOA and want info about what that t&ced a lot of new gravel being stockpiled along some
or can do for you, they, as well as Chuck Wetzel andf our favorite routes for upcoming-paving pro-
Voni & Paul Glaves, are the folks to chat with. jects.

The new year i s i nto i tAddsnclosing, wedarerstdl m prép made or theh et
peratures are starting to stabilize more toward everydano Rally in April and will be looking for volun-
oneds | iking...wel/l mo steerstofhelpunsake & anptheasycecess as it was last
ltds a time for some nyeav. Edjtor ®ava is alsg seeking alticles ar ride hee  t
and the landscape, a little Spring cleaning for someports with pictures for the Newsletter. Some of you
and some bike and rider prep for those who might have the knack for storytelling, why not share it with
have taken a winter break. And just like the after wims in the newsletter?
ter bike prep, we as riders can often take a few starsnd as a housekeeping issue, if you are not receiving
to get back in the groove. Paul 6s Weekly Updatmails <che

folder settings or email Paubmulhern@swbell.net
We are adding a series of Riding Tips for the next to ensure he has your correatnail address . He also
several newsletters with the goal of helping the newisrthe contact for all things Llano Rally
riders and reminding some of us more seasoned ( read
Aol dero!) riders to brush up on things we assume
automatic in our brainsSeeyowantheread! i zi ng i to6s not
matic for all or honestly for us either. Reading someSteve
of the materials has made me a little more aware ofAKA Henzilla / Homer
group riding dynamics and the need to help some of
the newer folks who have either just started riding,



mailto:pmulhern@swbell.net
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Club Calendar

SOCIALS 7 we meet every Thursday at a local ea with Texas Trash off Our club will be doing trash
ery from about THAeRdeatiani | pickup along our adopted section of highway (FM
changes monthly so check this email or the club 473 for 2 miles west of the intersection with FM
website www.sabmwra.org 474). This is the big statewide trash pickup day so
wedd |i ke to see |l ots of

RIDES AND ACTIVITIES i This calendar - _
does not include all the Thursday socials and Sun8"-10" i Texas National Rally .

day breakfast rides. Events will be filled in as they
are planned. 9" i MOA Mileage Contest begins

Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 22" 231 IBMWR Blitz to Branson

(weather permitting).The destination for the Sun-

day breakfast rides will be determined by the par- June 2011

ticipants unless previously announced via

email. The ride departs the Wlart parking lot, 30"- July 3 1 BMW RA International Rally Chip-
1604 and 281, at 8:30. pewa Falls , Wisconsin

2011 Events Calendar
July 2011

March 2011

21°L24" i MOA National Rally in Bloomsburg , PA
5"i1%Saturday ride to BB
Oakville October 2011

13" i Daylight saving time beginsWe lose an 9" i MOA Mileage Contest Ends
hour.
27"-30" - 15" International BMW Convention in

19" i 3" Saturday ride.Painted Churches Durango , Mx.Hosted by the Moto Club BMW Du-
Tour. Details to follow. rango . Details and video dittp://

www.motobmwdurango.com/
25-26" i Annual Spring trip to Big Bend . Reser-
vations are set at the Ramada in Alpine for March
25 & 26 we have 25 rooms available. $80.00 per
night covers all taxes, dinner Friday night, and me 2012 Events Calendar
to order breakfast on Sat & Sun mornings. Call-4&
837-1100 to book your room. All but three are non July 2012
smoking 2 beds. If you want a king size call

now. T e | I them youodre wit MOA National Rally in Sedalia , Mo.PA
get the special rate.

April 2011 i with the trash pickup, the rally and
the Blitz to Branson there will be n& Baturday
ride this month.

2" - Our next club event is the Aprif®D o n 6 t


http://www.sabmwra.org/
http://www.motobmwdurango.com/
http://www.motobmwdurango.com/
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Happy Birthday!

San Antonio BMW Riders Association

This year, we are celebrating not one, buttwomilei t ed t he A OAO0 to host the
stone birthdays for our club. How is that possible? Those submitting the proposal considered the park
First, let me share a few facts about our club | havefacilities to be adequate for this rally since the prop-

been able to assemble from the club archivesand er ty 1 ncl uded Atwo cover ec
from Paul 6s Ace of CIl ubcsonapriteitcel ek iftocrh eenh ef aBEMWMQA ¢
Owners News. bat hroomséthe possibility
negotiated with the Park
EARLY DAYS posal lost and the rally was held in Colorado Springs

I n the mid 197006s, the IBIABMWRA cl ub was for med
by a group of Alike minded folks that worked har
and enjoyed clean fun oQLUBGOEEDBORMANGccording to fi
president Cleeb Bacher. The club had an active After a number of years, interest in the club dropped.
membership of 28, and included Jesse and Evelyn Members moved out of the San Antonio area, had

Kelly (more to follow), Bob Sinfield, James Hunt- other demands on their lives, or just lost interest in

ley, Jim Hurst, Gerry Flanigan, and Ray Sloan. the club/motorcycling. During this period, one of
Each month the club held a membership meeting the members, Jesse Kelly, continued to pay the club
and a monthly ride. national dues out of his own pocket to keep the char-
ter alive. His hope was that the club would once
The club also sponsored twWmrth Texas Rally again attract BMW motorcyclists who wanted to
events in the Canyon/Amarillo area. Accordingto shar e their enthusiasm wit
the rally flyer describing the event held Saturday f ol ks 0. He and wife Evel)
July 31, 1976: ride BMWG6s during this tir
AThe Cycle Parade will assemble at 3:30 PM

in Canyon (TX) with a police escort going

through the city of Canyon and down into theRE-EMERGENCE i Twenty years ago

Palo Duro State Park and around the Park On May 15, 1991, a group assembled at the Ruble
Scenic Loop, ending at the large amphithea-Co mmuni ty Cent erstataneddan Al
ter parking lot. BarB-Q will be served at the SABMWRA. To quote a mail out from that

6:30 PM with the dramd@EXASstarting at meeting, the club

8: 30PM. 0 A i s seen as an opportuni
together for just some good old fashioned talk, to
Price for the ride, BaB-Q, Tour Pin, rally rider share technical knowledge and product information,
awards, and dramiBEXAS was $12 ($11 for club  sell and swap parts (and lies!) ...plus get together
members). Camping was $1 or you could stay attieor r i deséi nf or mal as pos:
rally headquarters (Trail Motor Motel) for $15. wel | organi zed Bha8eptembgroy al

1991 newsletter reports that SA club was recognized
ASSOCIATION WITH MOA 1 Thirty -fiveyears as A Chapter 76 South Centr
ago national organization, the BMW Riders Association
In 1976, the San Antonio Club applied for and was -BMWRA ¢ .
awarded Charter #62 with the BMW Owners of
America (original organization name). In Septembérhe following officers were appointed: Quint Lyles
of that year, the SA club members ambitiously soligPres), Carl Loos (VP), Ron Smith and Melissa Mar-
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tinez (Sec), and Lori Wiley (Treas). John Dunn, MikBo now you understand. Happ§" Birthday to the

Wiley, and Rex Wright combined efforts as Editors aflub that began in 1976, with a group of 28 pioneers
the newsletter. The club members also unanimouslwith a vision- BMW riders coming together for a bit

el ected JESSE KELLY as of bamaradéria ané fan. Afthppy 20" Bithdag t i me
Member. Members from that first year who are still to a club that, since its resurgence in 1991, has grown
active in the club include: to a membership of 100+ flaving members.

Mike Darnell
John Dunn
Ray Kutzman
Pete McMahon
Paul Mulhern
George Rau
Jim Starling
Rex Wright

LONE

>

You donot
The biggest to be the

BEST INTERNS

Sales: New &

Used Motorcycles
Service Department
Accessories
Parts

E ]

10600 N Lamar Bivd, Austin 512-451-7979 800-729-3807 www.lonestarcycle.com
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Spring Ride Checkup
by Ron Schmidt of the Bavarian Motorcycle Workshop. Taken with permission fexechi
article in the Utah Beehive Beemer Website

Spring is nearly here! Yahoooooo! Now is the time ttBattery
get your BMW motorcycle ready for the season rather

than having it in the shop V\_/hen the We_ath_er is beau%attery Fluid- If you did not put your battery on a

ful and the call of the road is loud and insistent! battery tender it is may be ruined from sitting. Look
carefully at the battery. The cases on the BMW lead

If you correctly prepared your BMW for storage, all 4¢iq patteries are translucent. If you can see a white

you will need to do is check the tire pressures and Sb?‘thh inside the battery it is sulfated and is no

up and go. If, on the other hand, you did as most of {i,ger serviceable: replace the battery. Also, if the

do and put the bike away with every good intent to dgtery is badly discharged and has been sitting where

the winterization and just never got around to it, or j; i cold, check to see that the case is not bulging

you have been riding it i_ntermittent_ly all _Wint_er I_ong, anywhere. A discharged battery can freeze; when it

you may need to do a bit more. This article is aimedygeg the case will bulge. Often, these batteries will

directly at us procrastinators. begin to leak which will cause really disgusting cos-
metic damage to your pride and joy. If the case is
Fuel bulged, replace the battery. If you cannot see any sul-

fation or bulging, top the fluid level up to the maxi-
mum line on the battery case with distilled water and

This winter was pretty mild and most of us rode éJSUt the battery on a motorcycle battery charger.

enough to need to put fuel in the bikes a couple tim
at least during the winter. If this describes you, then dp
not worry about the fuel because you have diluted ttﬁ,\a

old stuff enough to minimize any problems long .temkharger! A car charger is made to work on much lar-
storage might have caused. On the other hand, if yo r batteries and will ruin your BMW motorcycle

did not ride since autumn and if you did not Stab”izebattery. If you have a newer BMW with the Gel bat-
the fuel with .Stﬁ?’” ord5|m|(ljar wg_en you puththe bike {ery it needs a different charger. If you do not have a
away, you might need to do a bit more. When you 4ary tender and are going to buy one, the new

start the bike, if it does not run well you may need tBMw Charger (part # 99 99 0 005 656) will work on
drain the old fuel and replace it with new. If you are any motorcycle battery.

lucky and left the bike with only %% full tank or less,

you may be able to just fill it up and be OK. Dilution Important K1200LT Note: If you have a K1200LT

is th_e soluti(_)n to pollution in this case. If you still arepo NOT EVEN TRY TO START IT until you are
having running problems, you can drain the old fuel

. ; . ' I (f:re the battery is in at least fair condition. This
Into a sale container save it for your lawnmower anGy,,qe| has the ability to have its starter relay stick if
put new fuel in the tank of your BMW.

the battery is very low and the repair is quite expen-

arging / TendingPlease note that a motorcycle
ttery charger is not the same as a car battery

: - ive.
If the motorcycle is fuel injected and you have storeg
it a very long time (like a year or more) with less than
a full tank of stabilized fuel, you may have damaged | |[f@S
the rubber parts in the tarlsometimes even the fuel

pump will self destruct due to corrosion. If you canngtyye 4 really good look at the tires on your BMW.
hear the fuel pump running when you push the startgfheck carefully for weather cracking in the tread
button, don't continue to try to start the bike. groves and on the sidewalls. If there is any cracking,
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Spring Ride Checkup

renew the tires. Check the tread depth in several .WaSh Your Motorcycle

places around the tire. If there is any place on the tire

that has less than 2mm of tread, renew the tire. Your, . :
uIf there is any road salt on the motorcycle, wash it off

BMW will handle poorly if the tires are worn; on . : . o o
Is the handli v falls off h Wlth coldwat_er mixed with 504) Slmple Qreen or
some models the handling really falls off even when milar solution. Wash the entire bike with a good

the tires are only ¥ worn. If the bike seems to be e ke
ality car wash shampoo. Car wash shampoos do

gish handling, it could be just the tires. Front tires te o :
to wear on the left hand side in the U.S. The primar)pot remove the wax, while dish soap or Simple Green

reason is the crown on the road. This left side wear 00€S 'emove the wax. The better quality shampoos

shows up more on some types of tires than others b 0 contain a small amount Of. wax. Thorou_ghly d_ry
will always be there. As this wear develops, the stedf® motorcycle. Wax all the pamtgd parts W'th.a high
ing will begin to be heavy. As the rear tire wears, it quality wax. The_ time spent washing _and waxing
develops a flat spot around the middle of tire. This your BMW wil give you the opportunity to really :
also gives heaver handling as it wears because the carefully look atit, plus t_he motorcycle will appreci-
tire's cross section becomes square instead of roungla%lyour attention and will run better because it
The weight of the bike then has to be lifted up off th&NOWS you love it!
flat or square area onto the side to make the bike lean.
On most bikes, as this wear gets really bad it can le@@heck The Service
to handle bar oscillation or shimmy. .

History

Also, take a look at the DOT numbers stamped on the

sides of tires. These are helpful to know when the tifgjleage Related ServiceYour newer BMW motor-
number (usually stamped in an oval) indicate the yeal SO annually. The work that is performed at the

and week of manufacturer, e.g., a tire stamped 3204 000 mile (BMW Service) and 12,000 mile (BMW
means the tire was made in the 32nd week of 2004-I|’ffspection) intervals is not the same as what is re-

your tire only has 3 digits in its DOT code, it means Kyired on the Annual Inspection.
was manufactured before 01/01/2000. It would be a

good idea to replace any tire that is more than 4 yeafgne Related Servieerhere are some overlaps with
old because the rubber gets harder with time and thﬂf@mileage related services, but neither the BMW
old tires may not give the grip you need to be safe. service (6,000 mi) nor the BMW Inspection (12,000
mi) includes a brake fluid flush, clutch hydraulic
flush, or coolant system flush. These items are part of
General CheCkS the Periodic Services that are performed at certain

] ] _ time intervals, regardless of mileage.
Look over the bike for corrosion. Touch up areas if

rust exists. This is particularly of concern on side anglha antire brake system on non ABS, ABSand

centerstands and areas of the frame near the wheelggs_2 should be flushed EVERY yea,r. The Wheel

where the road grit acts like a sandblaster. Circuits of IABS should be flushed annually. The
Control Circuits of IABS and the hydraulic clutch

Check that all the lights, turn signals, and horn func-System should be flushed every two years. Coolant
tion properly. Twist the throttle and see if it snaps  gjguid be replaced every 4 years.
back to off position. If not, you may have sticking ca-

bles. -trhrly the clutch and make sure it operates Proper IntervalsThe items that need to be serviced,
smoothly
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Spring Ride Checkup

and at what intervals they need to be serviced, are
listed in your BMW Service Booklet. If you do not Serious Considerationss stated before, boiling
have the booklet, we would be happy to print out theemperature increases as pressure is applied. If the
BMW Suggested Maintenance Schedule for your brake fluid in your BMW motorcycle has enough
particular motorcycle for you. We can also order thewater in it to boil at normal air pressure (1 atm at
proper BMW Service Booklet for you. If you are sea level, less here in Salt Lake City!), and if you
overdue or very nearly due for any of the mainte- use your brakes aggressively, you may generate
nances, do them now before the season gets into fuénough heat to exceed the wet boiling point of the
swing and you would rather be riding than having old brake fluid. When you apply the brakes, the
your bike in for service! brake system pressure may make the boiling point
high enough to stop the boiling. But, when you re-
Hydroscopic IssuesThe hydraulic system flushes, lease the brake lever, the pressure goes back down
particularly the brake systems are critical to your  to about 1 atm. At that pressure the brake fluid
safety. While we do not ever recommend that ANY could begin to boil. Then the next time you try to
suggested service be overlooked, we would advise apply the brakes, the boiling fluid will cause you
that the brake system service be the most importantnot to have any brakes! This could really be a prob-
of all the service on your BMW, due to hydroscopic lem, particularly if you are coming down a moun-
issues. The DOT 4 brake fluid used in your BMW tain pass at high speeds with a full load and a pas-
motorcycle is hydroscopic, meaning it will absorb  senger and need to slow down for that next turn!!
water from the moist air around it. Because the fluid
absorbs water, it needs to be flushed annually to - -
keep the water content down. DOT 4's dry boiling YOUY R|d|ng Gear
point is 446°F. Water boils at 212°F at sea level at 1
atmosphere of pressure (atm), and the boiling point Look over your riding gear. Was your rain suit
temperature gets lower as you rise in altitude. The leaking the last time you used it? Are there holes in
boiling point temperature rises as more pressure is your boots? Remember how that missing snap on
applied. If the water percentage in the brake fluid is the collar of your jacket let it flap and drove you
high, the fluid can boil at lower temperatures. If yourcrazy on the last few rides last year? Do you have
brake fluid reaches its boiling temperature, the wategll the little stuff like ear plugs, face shield cleaner,
in it turns to steam, becomes compressible, and thesun blocker and insect repellant ready for the riding
end result is no brake pressure and loss of brakes. season? Did you want to start the new season out
Also, the water will cause galvanic corrosion be-  with a new vented jacket this year? Do you have a
tween the dissimilar metals in the brake system,  cool vest ready for the hot weather? Do you have a
which can cause very expensive part failures such agood atlas of Utah, Colorado, Idaho and Montana?
leaks in the master cylinder/calipers or ruined ABS ALASKA?? Part of the fun of getting ready for the
components. SAE field tests have shown that the riding season and assuring that will be the best is
average one year old car has 2% moisture in the  making sure all your gear is ready too!
fluid; we can extrapolate and predict that motorcy-
cles fall into this 2% range as well. Even at 3% of . .
water (wet rating by DOT), the corrosion inhibitors ACCIdent Precautlons -
in brake fluid are highly stressed to do their job. Thep—; :
inhibitors deplete over time which is another reason FII’St Ald

to change brake fluid annually. This can cause real ) ) _
brake system corrosion and boiling problems. We all take the needed precautions to avoid acci-
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The BMW MOA Ambassador Program

CREREER BN

Recently, Paul and Jackie Mulhern were honored [R§ £ 11 11 LR
with the designation as MOA Ambassadors | 16 18 R 1 3

TheBMW MOA Ambassador Prograimonors ,
members for their outstanding service to MOA, its
Chartered Clubs, and its members. Ambassadors
are appointed by the Board of Directors from
nominations submitted by chartered clubs and
MOA members.

The Ambassador Program was conceived as a
means of recognizing and making recognizable
those who had demonstrated their wholehearted
commitment to BMW MOA and their willingness
to serve in whatever capacity they could and for
their ability to promote BMW MOA and to foster
a spirit of camaraderie among MOA members. In
addition to serving as official representatives at
various functions, they act as emissaries on the
road and in their local communities.

Congratulations to both Paul and Jackie for this
well deserved honor. Other SABMWRA members
receiving this prestigious designation include:

Paul and Voni Glaves and Chuck Wetzel

Spring Checkup

dents. However, for some reason, motorcycles are you or a fellow rider a lot of anguish.
invisible to many car drivers. And blind corners on . .

canyon roads are not always free of gravel or sand: 1 hat First Ride

slides can happen. Also, not all riders are as accom-

plished as you are, and you may find someone along/hen you start out on the first ride, carefully listen to

the road who needs first aid assistance. We stronglyand feel everything that your BMW is telling you.

recommend that you always carry a first aid kit. TheYou ride the bike, so you know what it should feel
kit should include medical packaging of ointments, like! If anything feels or sounds odd, look into it im-
gauze and tapes for road rash should there be a sligeediately, or bring it into the shop to have it in-

across the road and skin is left behind. There are alspected. Sometimes things can change just from lack
needed bandage packs, eye wash, ointments for buphsise so don't ignore the warnings your BMW is giv-
and cuts, and so on that should be included. A goodng you! Then go have a blast! Make this year the best

first aid kit is a precaution, and though you hopefullyever for BMW adventures!!
will never need it, should you need it, it could save


http://www.bmwmoa.org/club/about_the_bmw_moa/ambassador_program/about_the_program
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Texas National Rally
8-10 April 2011

It is getting to be that time of year. Time to get HELP!

ready for the Texas National Rally in Llano, Texas. :

We are hosting this event again this year. You may

have seen our advertisements in the BMW MOA, : : :

The BMW RA OTL and in various BMW motorcy- Ol';r C,:Ub IS hOAStIQg this etve.nt Iagd _We need
cle oriented Web sites, if not, here you go... volunteers.  Assignments Include.

Join us on the banks of the beautiful Llano River afR€distration/Hospitality:  Fri & Sat 86 34
Robinson Park in Llano Tx . Apri-80. 2011, for ~ hour shifts - _

the Texas National Rally, hosted by the San Anto- Friday Night Chili: Fri48PM  setup,
nio BMW Riders #62.Just minutes from Freder- ~ S€rve, cleamup .
icksburg and Luckenbach, great Texas Hill Country<0ffe€ Station: Sat and Sun Morning
riding and beautiful wildflowers. In addition the S hour shifts

Llano VFD fish fry and BBQ will be happening in  Water/Tea Station: Fri-Sat 8AMi 8PM
downtown Llano on Saturday evening. 2-4 hour shifts _ _ _

This is a NO FRILLS rally so there is no entry fee C@mpground Monitor: Fri-Sat Various times

but there is a $10 per tent camping f&/ camping throughout the weekend _
info athttp://www.llrgc.com/ Hotel info athttp:/ dC(I)?]aen up: Sun AM Until

www.llanotx.com/tourism.htm

We 0| | have a Friday night Chil_i _poh '$aWh
24 hr coffee and tea as well as ice chests for recrea-l€@se contact Jackie Mulhernaul-
tional beverages. hern@swbell.nebr call at (210)65®703 for more

Robinson Park is on EM 152 about two miles west information and to volunteer.

of the square in Llano. GPS coordinates are N 30 . . .
44942 W 098 42.333 If you are able to arrive Friday morning, we could

use help with the unloading and setup at the rally
site.

l e it

For more information, contact Paul Mulhern at
pmulhern@swbell.net

For some pics fromtpl/ast yeards event go to
www.sabmwra.org/May June_ 2010.pdf



http://www.llrgc.com/
http://www.llanotx.com/tourism.htm
http://www.llanotx.com/tourism.htm
mailto:pmulhern@swbell.net
http://www.sabmwra.org/May_June_2010.pdf
http://www.sabmwra.org/May_June_2010.pdf
mailto:jmulhern@swbell.net
mailto:jmulhern@swbell.net
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Texas Trash Off Club Event

Aprii2™i s t he fADon6t Me s Durelubtwil beTdeingarash pickup aldmg oorf f o .
adopted section of highway (FM 473 for 2 miles west of the intersection with FM ##) is the big
statewide trash pickup day so wedd |i ke to see |

Our cover shot for this newsletter is from our February 5, 2011, trastupiok our adopted highway site
on FM473. Pictured are: (standing) Paul & Jackie Mulhern , Graham Littrell, Caitlin Spring, Gerard Lo-
bosco , Tracy Spring, Chuck Wetzel, Harry Burney, David Greenlees, and kneeling Steve and Helen
Henson .Not pictured is Jerry Fansler.

AUUF] A
HIGHWAY
NEXT 2 MILES

Ed Note: Caitlin Spring is club member Tracy

Springbs daughter. Slife st
mont hs ago in the dirftf. T
|l et Caitlin hang out with

be on the street going way to fast, way to soon.
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MSF GrOUp Riding:rom the MSF Website

Motorcycling is primarily a solo activity, but for
many, riding as a group -- whether with friends
on a Sunday morning ride or with an organized
motorcycle rally -- is the epitome of the motor-
cycling experience. Here are some tips to help
ensure a fun and safe group ride:

Arrive prepared. Arrive on time with a full gas
tank.

Hol d a r i de Discésstimegslike n g
the route, rest and fuel stops, and hand signals
(see diagrams on next page). Assign a lead

and sweep (tail) rider. Both should be experi-
enced riders who are well-versed in group rid-
ing procedures. The leader should assess eve-
ryonebds riding skills
style.

Keep the group to a manageable size , ide-
ally five to seven riders. If necessary, break the
group into smaller sub-groups, each with a
lead and sweep rider.

Ride prepared. At least one rider in each
group should pack a cell phone, first-aid kit,
and full tool kit, so the group is prepared for
any problem that they might encounter.

Ride in formation. The staggered riding for-
mation (see diagram below) allows a proper
space cushion between motorcycles so that
each rider has enough time and space to ma-
neuver and to react to hazards. The leader
rides in the left third of the lane, while the next
rider stays at least one second behind in the
right third of the lane; the rest of the group fol-
lows the same pattern. A single-file formation
is preferred on a curvy road, under conditions
of poor visibility or poor road surfaces, enter-
ing/leaving highways, or other situations where
an increased space cushion or maneuvering
room is needed.

Avoid side -by-side formations , as they re-
duce the space cushion. If you suddenly

needed to swerve to avoid a hazard, you would
not have
bars to get entangled.

Periodically check the riders following in

your rear view mirror. If you see a rider falling
behind, slow down so they may catch up. If all
the riders in the group use this technique, the
group should be able to maintain a fairly steady
speed without pressure to ride too fast to catch

up.
I f youodre
panic. Your group should have a pre-planned

procedure in place to
law or ride beyond your skills to catch up.

&4 epechapical O;gnedjqal prebiems dS€ f g
cell phone to call for assistance as the situation
warrants.

room to do so.

separ at ed ofnrdbd m

Y «

t

regil



