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Presidentôs Notes 
 

 
Just got an email from Chief Editor Dave 

wondering where the ever important, and 

well read, inspirational message from the 

president was.  Just thought Iôd wait until the 

last minute to find out if anyone even knew 

it was not yet completed.   

So here it is:  Rally, Rally is the major buzz 

and it will be here in April, the 9th-11th to be 

exact.  The óOfficial Rally Teamô has put to-

gether a well planned event for both great 

rides and evening entertainment.  You want 

to be involved; we do need volunteers, so 

contact one of the Team members, Paul, 

Dave, Steve, Chuck or Harry.   

ATTGATT, donôt get tired of hearing it, once 

again we have two guys that were wearing 

the gear and the major injury was a bruised 

ego.  Both of them have ridden some miles, 

in all kinds of weather and were prepared for 

the incident.  And both are big enough to 

share with us the fact that it can happen at 

any time.  So there is nothing they have to be 

embarrassed about,  ñ__it happensò.  Hope-

fully IT will not happen but letôs ride pre-

pared. 

Check out the weekly from Paul for a number 

of upcoming rides and the club picnic. One 

other thing, have you renewed your member-

ship?  Jackie informs me that she is still wait-

ing for a couple of you; hopefully you feel 

there is a value in being a member of our 

club.  You will get your moneys worth in just 

the food served at the club picnic. 

Now read on for another chapter on the his-

tory of BMW.  Hope you have enjoyed 

Brother Daveôs work as much as I have. 

On a sad note, we lost a good friend in Albert 

Obar last month due to illness.  Please take a 

few moments to reflect on how important it is 

to live life to its fullest every day. 

 

See you on the road, or in Luckenbach. 

 

Graham 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

 

Did you know the San Antonio BMW Riders (thatôs us) will host this years  

Texas National Rally? 

 

Location:.  Robinson City Park, Llano Tex 

Date:  April 9-11, 2010 (the week-end following Easter) 
 

This is a beautiful park right on the Llano River, 2 miles from the city square.  

Tent camping under the trees and RV parking available 

The Texas National Rally 2010 



The social location for the month of March is the 

Clear Springs Café,  606 Afton Oaks Blvd. 

(directions at http://www.clearspringsrestaurant.com/

locations/sanantonio.html) .  Remember, itôs not re-

quired that you ride your motorcycle to the so-

cial so if you donôt see any bikes in the parking 

lot just come inside and look for us (the loud, fat, 

balding guys with the huge stack of onions rings 

over in the corner). 
 

RIDES AND ACTIVITIES  ï This calendar 

does not include all the Thursday socials and Sun-

day breakfast rides. Events will be filled in as they 

are planned. 

Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 

(weather permitting).  The destination for the Sun-

day breakfast rides will be determined by the par-

ticipants unless previously announced via 

email.  The ride departs the Wal-Mart parking lot, 

1604 and 281, at 8:30.  

 

March 

6 ï 1st Saturday ride ï Trash pickup day.  Meet at 

our adopted roadway, FM 473, about 7 miles 

west  of Kendalia and just a 100 yards west of the 

intersection with FM474.  Weôll start at 10am, be 

prompt.  Afterwards we will have a memorial lunch 

ride (destination to be determined) for deceased 

member Albert Obar . 

20 ï 3rd Saturday ride to Cooperôs in Llano for 

BBQ.  Details to follow. 

18-21 Tour de Primavera - The BMW Mototour 

Mexico City, with valuable assistance from BMW 

Motoclub Morelia, has organized the traditional 

Spring Tour 2010 in the historic city of Morelia , 

Mich. , From 18 to 21 March. Details at http://

www.mototourbmw.com/portal/. 

26-27 -  Spring ride to Big Bend - Weôve booked the 

Longhorn Ranch Motel (14 miles north of Study 

Butte) for March 26 & 27, Friday/Saturday . 20 

Rooms (all non-smoking) guaranteed until Feb 15th. 

Call Noretta  at 432-371-2541 to reserve a room, tell 

her your with the BMW group to receive a slightly 

reduced rate of $75.00. If at first you donôt succeed 

try, try, again. Their phone service isnôt the great-

est.  THERE ARE STILL ROOMS AVAILABLE. 

27 ï Saturday Ride with Al.  Join Al Calero for a hill 

country tour of the twistys.  Meet at the 8:30 at the 

Kendalia general store (on FM473 near the intersec-

tion with FM3351).  Ride will end up for lunch at 

the Alamo Springs Cafe (just behind the train tunnel 

bat preserve lookout on Old San Antonio Road ), 

listed as number 3 burger joint in the Ride Texas Al-

manac.  If you have any questions about the ride you 

can contact Al atacalero@satx.rr.com. 

April  

3- 1st Saturday ï No ride due to Easter weekend. 

9-11 -  Texas National Rally ï Join us on the banks 

of the beautiful Llano River at Robinson Park in 

Llano Tx . April 9-11. 2010, hosted this year by the 

San Antonio BMW Riders #62.  Just minutes from 

Fredericksburg and Luckenbach with great Texas 

Hill Country riding, beautiful springtime wildflow-
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Hank Arriazola 

201 N Commerce, Dilley Texas 78017 

(830) 963-1203 info@motohank.com 

Steve Henson           

In The Heart Of The Hill Country

(512)413-5662 Henzilla57@earthlink.net

Call For an Appointment

Blanco BeeMerWerkes

http://www.clearspringsrestaurant.com/locations/sanantonio.html
http://www.clearspringsrestaurant.com/locations/sanantonio.html
http://www.mototourbmw.com/portal/
http://www.mototourbmw.com/portal/
mailto:atacalero@satx.rr.com
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 Northern California would like to extend a special 

invitation to the San Antonio BMW Riders Associa-

tion to attend the Treasures of Yosemite, BMWMOA 

sanctioned, motorcycle rally from May 14th thru 

16th, 2010.  Please visit the EXR website at: 

www.expressoriders.org/2010%20Rally.htm for reg-

istration and rally information. 

 June 

5 ï 1st Saturday Ride ï Trash pickup and lunch 

19 ï 3rd Saturday ride to Sunshine café in Junc-

tion.  Details to follow. 

  

July 

3 ï 1st Saturday ï No ride due to 4th of July weekend 

17 ï 3rd Saturday ride ï All the officers will be 

headed to the MOA National rally in Redmond Ore-

gon so we are looking for a club member to lead the 

ride.  Pick your own destination. 

15-18 ï MOA National Rally in Redmond , Ore-

gon .  Details at http://www.bmwmoa.org/

rally10.  Views on the way to the national, http://

www.utah3d.net/. 

29-1 ï RA National Rally in Pownal , Vermont .  De-

tails at http://www.bmwra.org/. 

MISC 

Itôs a new year and weôre looking for some new social 

locations and ride destinations.  If you have any ideas 

please contact Chuck Wetzel at cwetzel@satx.rr.com. 

  

Donôt forget weôre hosting the Texas National and 

weôll be looking for volunteers to help.  Watch this 

email for more info. 

  
***Jackie and I are planning our summer riding sea-

son and it looks like we may be on the road for sev-

eral months straight this summer.  So, Iôm looking for 

somebody who would be willing to take over this 

weekly update for the summer (mid May to mid Au-
gust).  If you might be interested, drop me a line 
at pmulhern@swbell.net.*** 

ers, world famous Coopers BBQ, plenty of shops, 

restaurants and hotels nearby and a Poker Walk spon-

sored by the Llano C of C. 

This is a NO FRILLS rally so there is no entry fee but 

there is a $1.00 per person, per night tent camping 

charge.  RV camping info at http://

www.llrgc.com/.  Check our website for special hotel 

rates. 

Weôll have a Friday night Chili pot (while it lasts), 24 

hr coffee and ice chests for recreational beverages. 

On Saturday evening Hank Arriazola will be giving a 

presentation on his trip to South America . 

Robinson Park is on FM 152 about two miles west of 

the square in Llano. GPS coordinates are N 30 44.942 

W 098 42.333 

For more information go to WWW.SABMWRA.org 

and click on the rally link or email Paul Mulhern at 

pmulhern@swbell.net 

17 ï 3rd Saturday ride. TBD 

23,24 ï Blitz to Branson. There will be a new venue 

for the 2010 Blitz to Branson - the Honeysuckle Inn 

and Conference Center , 3598 Shepherd of the Hills 

Expressway, Branson, 1-800-942-3553.  That is right 

at the corner of Shepherd of the Hills Expressway and 

Highway 76 (the main highway thru Branson).  There 

are a lot of restaurants within walking distance in-

cluding Red Lobster, Golden Corral, a Taco Bell, 

etc.  Will make it a lot more convenient for folks to 

find a place to eat.  The Hs Inn rooms will be all non-

smoking and cost $55 for a double with 2 queen 

beds.  A room with a King is $65.  The rooms all 

open to the outside with a covered walkway.  They 

have an indoor pool, continental breakfast and a lot of 

level (for Branson) parking.  The meeting room seats 

100 so we will be able to fit everyone in for the Sat-

urday night event. 

  

May 

1 ï 1st Saturday ride  - TBD 

15 ï Club Picnic ï Details to follow but it will be the 

usual, free food, good friends and a beautiful setting. 

14-16  - The Expresso Riders (EXR) of 

http://www.expressoriders.org/2010%20Rally.htm
http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally10
http://www.bmwmoa.org/rally10
http://www.utah3d.net/
http://www.utah3d.net/
http://www.bmwra.org/
mailto:cwetzel@satx.rr.com
mailto:pmulhern@swbell.net
http://www.llrgc.com/
http://www.llrgc.com/
http://www.sabmwra.org/
mailto:pmulhern@swbell.net
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On February 8, 2010, my brother Bob and I left for 

a ride thru Baja Mexico. We went to get out of the 

unusual winter weather in Texas and for the adven-

ture. For a full report on the adventure part of the 

trip go to www.beemerbob.com. In addition to pic-

tures and a narrative, this site gives documented 

evidence of sibling abuse and failure to respect eld-

ers. 

 

How safe is travel to Mexico is a question often 

asked. A day does not go by that there is not some 

reference to the violence and corruption in Mexico. 

While concentrated in the border areas, the central 

regions are not immune. This was clearly on our 

minds but felt that if we kept to the main roads and 

larger towns, and traveled only in the daylight, the 

risk would be minimal. 

 

We trailered  our bikes to Yuma. There we left the 

truck and trailer with an Ambassador with the 

BMW MOA . This couple had lived in Yuma for 

decades, but had not been to Baja in over 7 years. 

Basically, they felt it was not safe. They told of bor-

der crossing problems, bribes to local police and 

other stories that made me consider other plans. 

Never the less, we made plans to cross the next 

morning. 

 

We did not experience any problems whatsoever. In 

spite of not speaking Spanish, we were able to get 

our tourist cards without difficulty. We went 

through numerous checkpoints including Federal 

Police, the Army, Immigration, and Agricultural 

Control. Every checkpoint was professional. Some-

times we were asked to open our cases, but we were 

never hassled. And clearly, bribes were not in or-

der. The few contacts we had with local police were 

very courteous, with them trying to help us find our 

destination. 

 

The roads were excellent. Baja had recently experi-

enced severe flooding with several bridges being 

washed out. All but one of these had been repaired 

and that one had an easily navigatable detour. Baja 

offered us some great rides. The roads through and 

over the mountain range were well maintained and 

great fun. The deserts were interesting, if a little bor-

ing after a few hundred miles. Lodging was easy to 

find and very affordable. We averaged about $50/night 

for a double occupancy room. Meals were good and 

again, very reasonable and the people were genuinely 

hospitable and friendly. 

 

In short, it was everything you would want in a trip. 

Good roads, good lodging, good food, and great peo-

ple. Never once did we feel threatened or uncomfort-

able. Even after my accident, the local people went out 

of their way to get me to first aid, get my bike to a safe 

location, and to offer any assistance they could. 

 

It was here the reality sunk in. I am in an underdevel-

oped country. I am at least four hours from a real doc-

tor with x-rays. Iôm doubtful they accept Medicare . I 

canôt call U Haul and get a truck. Enterprise will not 

bring me a car. Not speaking Spanish was not a real 

problem. But there was a distinct lack of options avail-

able for a rider who canôt ride and a bike that wonôt 

go. 

 

Let me pass on some things that did helpé. 

 

CASH  Credit cards and debit cards are nice things, 

but nothing gets results like a crisp US $100 bills. 

Never leave home without it! 

 

MEDJET ASSIST  While this is intended to get you 

from a remote hospital back to one near your home, it 

also provides transportation for your vehicle. In my 

case, because I was not in a hospital, they could not 

provide transportation for me. However, they did 

agree to bring my bike home. Very nice people with 

great customer service. I shudder to think how much 

more difficult this would have been if I had to worry 

about getting my bike home by myself. 

 

SPOT TRACKER   Although we did not activate the 

emergency send help feature, it was nice knowing it 

was there. It did provide Bob with a way of telling me 

http://www.beemerbob.com/
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 where he was while I was en route to first aid and he 

was securing the bikes. 

 

ADVrider.  This web site/ forum/ whatever provides 

a surprisingly effective support group. One of the 

members offered to fly from San Diego to pick me up 

and deliver me to Yuma for gas and expenses. 

 

COMPANION You donôt want to be in this type 

situation alone. It also helps if your companion will 

help you button your pants after a collar bone break. 

(Ed Note..thatôs more than being a companion, you 

almost have to be related somehow.) 

 

Allôs well that ends well. This was my second trip 

into Mexico and I enjoyed them both. And Iôll proba-

bly go again. The danger in my mind is not the vio-

lence, but the absence of the infrastructure we are so 

used to. 
 

Editorôs Note:  The Beemerbob web site is a real 

hoot, with lots of pictures.  You will also find the de-

tails of Hapôs little accident.  Really guys, arenôt we 

getting to old for this?é.nah 
 

 ̧

You donôt have to be 

The biggest to be the 
                                                                                                                                

Sales: New &  

      Used Motorcycles 

Service Department 

Accessories 

Parts 
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our eyes become more sensitive to light, making ad-

justments more difficult. 

 

Slower response adjusting to objects of varying 

distances.  Especially critical to a motorcyclist as we 

adjust our vision often between near and far objects 

(instruments versus road, etc.). 

 

Slower adjustment to darkness due to weakened 

eye muscles. 

 

Diminished depth perception. 

 

Difficulty reading road signs.  The decreased 

early recognition ability may lead to input overload 

and slow reaction time. 

 

EVALUATE 

Medications affect performance.  How many 

pills do you take?  How do they affect your judgment 

and reactions time? 

 

Complicated signage may be confusing.  Espe-

cially true in unfamiliar surroundings or heavily 

commercial areas (i.e. shopping centers) or intersec-

tions. 

 

Space and distance misjudgments.  The older you 

get the harder it is to judge speed and distance. 

 

Delayed awareness of impending risk due to 

slow visual and muscle response. 

 

Fewer factors required to create potential conflict 

because age reduces the number of simultaneous fac-

tors a rider may be able to evaluate safely. 

 

EXECUTE 

Muscles are weaker which slows response time. 

 

Endurance diminishes as muscles lose their elas-

ticity and oxygen utilization declines. 

 

Reaction time slows.  Average reaction time is ¾ 

In February the club presented a Motorcycle Safety 

Foundation® (MSF) Seasoned Rider© classroom 

course.  There was some good information contained 

in the course and I thought it might benefit those who 

couldnôt attend. 

 

As the median age of motorcycle riders in the US has 

increased, the representation of those riders in the ac-

cident statistics has increased.  Many of us tend to 

believe that this is due in large part to older, inexperi-

enced riders, entering the sport.  While there is surely 

some truth to that, we have to recognize that even ex-

perienced riders like ourselves must take into account 

the effects of aging on the skills necessary to operate 

a motorcycle safely.  Moreover, donôt forget that 

those same changes affect car drivers in this age 

group.  Therefore, not only do you need to compen-

sate for the effect of aging upon your own riding 

skills but also the effect on the car drivers you inter-

act with each time you ride. 

 

Hopefully we are all familiar with SEE (search, 

evaluate, execute), the acronym for the dynamic deci-

sion making process involving the visual and percep-

tual functions, cognitive and attention capabilities, 

and motor skills necessary to operate a motorcycle 

within safe margins.  Letôs look at some of the effects 

of ageing on these elements. 

 

 

SEARCH 

Visual clarity diminishes, gradually but most pro-

nounced between age 40 and 50. 

 

Night vision diminishes as age makes it more dif-

ficult for the eye to collect light.  Past 50, you require 

four times the light of a younger person. 

 

Peripheral vision decreases. 

 

Hearing diminishes.  Though not as critical as vi-

sion your hearing can be critical in certain situations 

(i.e. sirens and horns). 

 

Sensitivity to light increases.  As we get older, 
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Wear good protective gear.  ATGATT, again! 

 

Renew your skills by taking an MSF advanced 

rider course.  At the very least, practice them once in 

a while in a parking lot. 

 

Adapt an exercise routine to enhance flexibility, 

strength and endurance.  Learn some good, simple 

stretches you can do when you stop to reduce stiff-

ness and fatigue. 

 

Clint Eastwood said it best, ñA man has got to know 

his limits.ò  Know yours, ride within those limits and 

stay safe.  Hereôs hoping to see you on the road for 

many years to come. 

 

 

to one second. After age 55, it can take up to 4 times 

as long.  At 40 mph (60 feet per second) that means it 

could take over 200 feet for you to react (i.e. start to 

brake). 

 

Control sensitivity reduces with age.  It may be 

more difficult to ñfeelò the road and the feedback 

from the bike. 

 

RIDING TIPS FOR THE SEASONED RIDER 

Increase following distance.  Remember the reac-

tion time example above.  How close are you follow-

ing? 

 

Avoid congested and complicated roads and inter-

sections.  Sometimes easier said than done but with a 

little work you can usually find a less congested route 

to and from your rides.  It may take longer but it is 

better to arrive late than not at all. 

 

Increase your safety gap when moving in a stream 

of traffic. 

 

Take that extra second to check at intersections.  

Make sure you actually see all the vehicles that might 

impact your intended path and that you can tell how 

fast they are approaching. 

 

Watch your blind spot.  Extra mirrors, or spot 

mirrors, can be a big help.  Also, watch the other 

driverôs blind spot and make sure you are not in it. 

 

Wear good sunglasses.  Avoid polarized sun-

glasses and consider yellow tinted glasses for night-

time and overcast riding (they cut headlight glare and 

increase contrast). 

 

Slow down.  Reduce your speed and increase the 

time you have to react.  Also, known as slow down 

and smell the roses. 

 

Choose a motorcycle that fits you.  Can you reach 

the ground easily?  Is it too heavy?  Can you control 

it at low (i.e. walking) speeds? 



Enrst Henne 

Who better to race for BMW than its own workers? 

Ernst Henne, who began his illustrious racing career 

with a 1928 victory at the Targa Floria in Sicily, 

would go on to be named the "Fastest Man on Two 

Wheels," and for good reason.  Starting in 1929 he 

broke the world land-speed record an incredible eight 

times. Beginning with a swift 134mph in 1929 he 

would increase his speed on a BMW 750cc machine 

to 159mph by 1935. At this time he will had also bro-

ken a world land-speed record on a sidecar-equipped 

750cc motorcycle clocking in at 118mph. In the late 

30's, Henne turned to 500cc racers setting records 

gain in 1936 and 1937 at 169 and 173mph respec-

tively.  This final record would hold for fourteen 

years. 

 

D r. Herbert Quandt  

The year was 1959. BMW was operating in the red, 

its financial surplus depleted. The world demand for 

motorcycles was down and BMW was contemplating 

a buyout by competitor Mercedes-Benz. Quandt, 

himself a motorcycle enthusiast and also a reputable 
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banker of the day, had faith in BMW and backed it 

financially. By putting his reputation on the line he 

managed to instill confidence in other financiers 

eventually rescuing BMW from possible extinction. 

Seeing Quandt's faith in the company, heavy vehicle 

manufacturer MAN bought the airplane division from 

BMW and covered all its debts, allowing the strug-

gling company to get back on its feet. 


