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Presidentôs Notes 
 

 
Just reviewing the Jan-Feb 09 message from the 

president, I was hoping to just change the date and 

resend it, unfortunately it was too specific and now I 

have to create a new inspiring message for 2010.  

Are you ready? 

For the immediate term, the main thing you will be 

hearing about is the Texas National Rally April 9-

11, The Rally Chair Team is Paul Mulhern, Steve 

Henson, Dave Hoover, and Chuck Wetzel, contact 

one of them for details on how you can participate.  

Like any event, there are a number of areas open for 

ones involvement and participation.  Volunteers 

make this club run like a fine tuned, counter bal-

anced, BMW engine, so sign up for helping with the 

rally.   

ñLetôs go to Luckenbach, Texas with Waylon, Wil-

lie and the boysé..ò  sorry. I digress, but Iôm sure 

this will be one of the featured rides from the rally 

site.  Join us. 

 

December was a good month, some really cold days; 

the 12th was the Lone Star BMW BBQ, kind of 

crummy, windy, cold day but free BBQ so should 

we make this trip?   Free, very good BBQ, letôs vote 

on it with a show of bikes in Blanco at 0900.  The 

vote was unanimous.  Thanks to Lone Star for their 

continued sponsorship, we do appreciate the sup-

port.  Also thanks to our other sponsors, Z TECNIK 

Windshields, I have this windshield and it is out-

standing, check out the warranty.  We also have our 

longtime wrench Hank who now has set up his shop 

in Dilley, go see MotoHank.  And for those on the 

North side of San Antonio, we have a new sponsor 

and that is Steve Henson.  Steveôs shop is in Blanco.   

Thanks we do appreciate the support from everyone. 

The Christmas Party, again it was very nicely done, 

the food was good, the company was outstanding and 

hopefully a good time was had by all.  A special 

thanks to Erin Lobasco for her efforts, especially with 

everything else that was going on in her life at the 

time. 

 

.In the review for 09, ATGATT was a key for a cou-

ple of members who unfortunately had accidents, the 

personal injuries were bad but all agreed they could 

have been much worse if the gear was not in place.  

Two of the accidents that I know of were solos; one 

was while making a turn in the dark, hit loose gravel 

and was down before he could react.  He credits his 

jacket and the shoulder pads for minimizing his in-

jury. You just donôt know, be prepared.  Overall we 

rode a lot of miles, made many rallies coast to coast 

and had few issues, sure one member riding on a slick 

tire from Arkansas to Blanco might go into the ófew 

issuesô category, but we did ride a lot of safe miles.  

Letôs do it again in 2010.  Happy New Year. 

 

Su Presidente, 

 

Graham 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

 

Did you know the San Antonio BMW Riders (thatôs us) will host next years  

Texas National Rally? 

 

Location:.  Robinson City Park, Llano Tex 

Date:  April 9-11, 2010 (the week-end following Easter) 
 

This is a beautiful park right on the Llano River, 2 miles from the city square.  

Tent camping under the trees and RV parking available 

The Texas National Rally 2010 



Socials will resume on Thursday Jan 14th.  So-

cials for the remainder of January (14,21,28) will 

be at Cerroniôs Purple Garlic, 1017 Austin 

Hwy.   Weôll meet about 7 pm and stay till weôre 

full.   

 

RIDES AND ACTIVITIES  ï This calendar 

does not include all the Thursday socials and Sun-

day breakfast rides. Events will be filled in as they 

are planned. 

Every Sunday there is an informal breakfast ride 

(weather permitting).  The destination for the Sun-

day breakfast rides will be determined by the par-

ticipants unless previously announced via 

email.  The ride departs the Walmart parking lot, 

1604 and 281, at 8:30.  

 

January 

16th ï Third Saturday ride to Country Inn Steak-

house in Brenham.  Details to follow. 

March  

26-27 -  Spring ride to Big Bend - Weôve booked 

the Longhorn Ranch Motel (14 miles north of Study 

Butte) for March 26 & 27, Friday/Saturday . 20 

Rooms (all non-smoking) guaranteed until Feb 15th. 

Call Noretta  at 432-371-2541 to reserve a room, tell 

her your with the BMW group to receive a slightly 

reduced rate of $75.00. If at first you donôt succeed 

try, try, again. Their phone service isnôt the greatest. 

April  

9-11 -  Texas National Rally ï Hosted this year by 

the SABMWRA at Robinson City Park , Llano 

Tex.   See Details on page 2. 

23,24 ï Blitz to Branson. There will be a new venue 

for the 2010 Blitz to Branson - the Honeysuckle Inn 

and Conference Center , 3598 Shepherd of the Hills 

Expressway, Branson.  That is right at the corner of 

Shepherd of the Hills Expressway and Highway 76 

(the main highway thru Branson).  There are a lot of 

restaurants within walking distance including Red 

Lobster, Golden Corral, a Taco Bell, etc.  Will make 

it a lot more convenient for folks to find a place to 

eat.  The Hs Inn rooms will be all non-smoking and 

cost $55 for a double with 2 queen beds.  A room 

with a King is $65.  The rooms all open to the out-

side with a covered walkway.  They have an indoor 

pool, continental breakfast and a lot of level (for 

Branson) parking.  The meeting room seats 100 so 

we will be able to fit everyone in for the Saturday 

night event.  

 

MISC  

Itôs a new year and weôre looking for some new so-

cial locations and ride destinations.  If you have any 

ideas please contact Chuck Wetzel at  

cwetzel@satx.rr.com. 
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Hank Arriazola 

201 N Commerce, Dilley Texas 78017 

(830) 963-1203 info@motohank.com 

mailto:cwetzel@satx.rr.com
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BMW Boxer Engine Saves a Life 

SAN ANTONIO BMW RIDERS ASSOCIATION  

the car thief couldnôt drive over the exposed cylinder 

head of the bike.ò 

After pushing PC Bishop along the road for 30 metres 

the car thief made his next major mistake, stalling the 

carôs engine. This gave PC Bishop the time he needed 

to get away from his bike and around the side of the 

car to the driverôs window, which was open. As he 

fought with the criminal to get 

hold of the keys the driver 

managed to start the car and 

drive away, taking Jason with 

him. 
 

ñI was being dragged along-

side the car and was getting 

bounced off parked vehicles 

until I managed to grab the 

keys and disable the car,ò re-

called PC Bishop. 

 

Once he was arrested it soon 

became clear why the car thief 

was so desperate to get away. 

Not only was the car stolen 

but he was also wanted by the 

police for a long list of crimes. 

Incredibly, PC Bishop es-

caped with no broken bones ï 

in fact his most serious injury 

was ligament damage to his 

ankle, from which he is cur-

rently recovering. 

 

ñIôve always said that the R 1150 GS Adventure is the 

perfect bike for my job; it handles fantastically on 

road but has the ability to perform equally well off-

road,ò he enthused. ñNow Iôm even more impressed, 

in fact Iôm convinced that the Boxer configuration 

saved my life.ò  

 

Editor Note:  The article may be a little old, but itôs 

noteworthy.One can find some interesting BMW Mo-

torcycle information on the web.  I probably shouldnôt 

be surfing while at work. 

By Mike Hanlon Gizmag, September 19, 2006 

 For most people high-speed car chases and action 

heroes are something that they only encounter when 

they go to the movies, but for Jason Bishop itôs all 

part of his job as a motorcycle police officer for 

South Wales Police in the UK. Police Constable 

Bishopôs company vehicle is 

a BMW R 1150 GS Adven-

ture. As part of the Motorcy-

cle Intercept team he uses it 

to help catch the criminals of 

south Wales. But Jason got a 

bit more than he bargained 

for when he was on routine 

patrol recently at a roadside 

checkpoint near Swansea. ñI 

noticed a Volvo T5 turning 

off the motorway to avoid 

the checkpoint up ahead,ò 

explained Jason. ñIt looked 

suspicious so I started to fol-

low him, but when he real-

ised I was a police officer he 

accelerated and tried to lose 

me.ò  

 

What followed was a series 

of events that would usually 

be found in a Hollywood ac-

tion movie. ñI followed the 

fugitive down a narrow residential street with cars 

parked on both sides of the road,ò PC Bishop ex-

plained. ñAt the end of the street another car was 

blocking the driverôs path, so the thief put his car into 

reverse and accelerated back towards me at high 

speed.ò  

 

The car hit the Adventure on its front wheel and right

-cylinder, knocking it and PC Bishop to the ground. 

ñI really think the BMWôs cylinder configuration 

saved my life,ò he explained. ñI was being pushed 

along the floor trapped under my BMW. The only 

thing that stopped me being crushed was the fact that 

http://www.gizmag.com/author/mike-hanlon/



